July 17, 2013

To summarize, | ask my colleagues if the
Congress can answer these questions and, if
not, why?

Was there an intelligence failure in vetting
the true loyalty of the Libyan security guards
for the U.S. consulate? Which agency was re-
sponsible for vetting the militias?

Who provided the terrorists with details of
the consulate property? Was it the security
guards or someone in the Libyan government
who was notified about the ambassador’s
visit?

Why did the guards in the car outside the
consulate not warn the U.S. staff of the gath-
ering terrorists as they drove away a minute
before the assault began? Were they complicit
in the plot?

When the Congress departs for the August
recess in two and a half weeks, will the Amer-
ican people know why, after a year of inves-
tigations, who provided the terrorists with in-
sider information about the consulate property
and the ambassador’s location?

Again, this is why | believe a House Select
Committee is the best way forward to ensure
that these and other unanswered questions
are resolved. To date, 160 House Repub-
licans—nearly three quarters of the entire Re-
publican Conference—have cosponsored H.
Res. 36 to create a Select Committee on
Benghazi to ensure the American people learn
the truth.

————————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 17, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,738,177,765,933.41. We've
added $6,111,300,717,020.33 to our debt in 4
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our
nation, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

RECOGNIZING UNITED METHODIST
OUTREACH MINISTRIES

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 17, 2013

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask that my colleagues join me in recognizing
United Methodist Outreach Ministries, an orga-
nization devoted to the service and shelter of
homeless families in Arizona. Since 1964, they
have provided the state of Arizona with the
highest quality of service, providing families
and individuals with temporary and permanent
housing, medical care, child care, and edu-
cation to rebuild lives traumatized by des-
perate circumstances.

In addition, | would like to commend the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for their work in
facilitating UMOM'’s outstanding service. The
VA, since 2011, has awarded grants to 319
deserving organizations in all 50 states, Puer-
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to Rico, the Virgin Islands, and the District of
Columbia as part of their Supportive Services
for Veteran Families (SSVF) program. In July,
2013, for use in the upcoming year, they
awarded $300 million that will help approxi-
mately 120,000 homeless and at-risk Veterans
and their families. UMOM has been awarded
an SSVF grant in all three years the program
has been active.

One of UMOM'’s Veterans housing facilities
is in my district, and | am thrilled that such an
organization is raising the level of care pro-
vided to my constituents—the veterans who
have given so much to our country. | would
like to encourage UMOM and other such orga-
nizations to continue serving the most in-need
and deserving of Arizona residents with such
admirable dedication.

UMOM is a wonderful representative of the
non-profit organizations across the country
serving our Veterans with the efficient help of
the Department of Veterans Affairs. | ask that
my colleagues join me in recognizing United
Methodist Outreach Ministries for beginning to
pay the debt we owe our most honored Vet-
erans.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 17, 2013

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 354 | was not present due to a flight
cancellation and subsequent late arrival.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye.”

Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 355 | was not
present due to a flight cancellation and subse-
quent late arrival.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye.”

K/Ir. Speaker, on rollcall No. 356 | was not
present due to a flight cancellation and subse-
quent late arrival.

Had | been present, | would have voted
aye.”

@
————

IN HONOR OF CHINATOWN, LOS
ANGELES IN RECOGNITION OF
ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 17, 2013

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 75th anniversary of a place of his-
tory and a cornerstone of Los Angeles culture:
Chinatown.

Chinatown today is a dynamic neighborhood
where the old and new come together harmo-
niously to create a unique destination point for
Angelinos and newcomers alike. It spans 24-
city blocks with a bustling commercial district
and active residents. When walking down
North Broadway, you can see the well-pre-
served historic architecture and cultural cele-
brations alongside innovative commercial de-
velopments that protect the integrity of the
Chinese American community’s history in Los
Angeles.

Understanding how Los Angeles’ Chinatown
found a home opens a fascinating window into
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the quest for dignity and opportunity for Chi-
nese Americans. That journey did not start
with the creation of Chinatown in its current lo-
cation. In fact, it began in 1852 when the first
Chinese settled around El Pueblo Plaza. By
the 1870s, it had grown to 200 people, mostly
male, who made their living as laborers work-
ing in laundry, gardening and ranching.

It was during this time of growth that the
Chinese community experienced one of the
most serious incidents of racial violence in Los
Angeles’ history, the Massacre of 1871. This
horrific event occurred when a mob of over
500 white men entered Chinatown to attack,
rob and murder Chinese residents of the city.
Despite such severe discrimination, the people
of Chinatown persevered and found a way to
prosper. Chinatown grew to over 3,000 peo-
ple, boasting a Chinese Opera theatre, three
temples, a newspaper, even a telephone ex-
change. As the town thrived, residents formed
family organizations and church missions.

Even as the Chinese community continued
to make significant contributions to Los Ange-
les and the nation, sadly there was an in-
crease in anti-Chinese sentiment. State laws
prohibited the Chinese from owning property
and the federal Chinese Exclusion Act barred
others in the future from emigrating to the
United States. America made life difficult for
its people of Chinese heritage.

And it added to the adversity that Old
Chinatown in Los Angeles confronted. Starting
in 1913, Chinatown faced a continuous threat
of relocation as the City of Los Angeles de-
cided that the best location to build Union Sta-
tion, it's sparkling new railroad station, would
be Old Chinatown. After decades of living with
the threat of eviction, the Chinese community
was forced to relocate in 1931. The residents
of Old Chinatown, who had built their lives in
this neighborhood, were displaced with no
compensation or relocation plans to rebuild
their homes and businesses. They were scat-
tered throughout the city.

Hard times were no stranger to the resi-
dents of Chinatown. And so, on April 22,
1937, Peter Soohoo brought together a group
of 28 prominent Chinese Angelenos for an or-
ganizational meeting. They drafted a proposal
for a new neighborhood that would combine
elements of Chinese design with modern
American architecture. This architectural vision
would reflect the Chinese American identity
that this community had worked so hard to es-
tablish.

According to the plan, a private association
would wholly manage the project including the
financing of it. Thus, the Los Angeles China-
town Project Association was born. On June
25, 1938, eighteen businesses opened their
doors to the public in the New Chinatown, one
of the first malls in America and the nation’s
first modern American “Chinatown.”

The Chinese American community contin-
ued its impressive growth in Los Angeles. The
sons and daughters of these pioneers helped
build Chinatown from three buildings on North
Broadway into a dynamic commercial district
and residential area frequented by both tour-
ists and locals. It is one of Los Angeles’ cul-
tural treasures that we must nurture and cele-
brate.

| commend the hardworking citizens of New
Chinatown, some of whom are descendants of
its original families, for their dedication to ad-
vancing the area, while protecting its history
and cultural significance. Their contributions
are invaluable and must be applauded.
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